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The Tapestry
where many become one

COMMUNITY

What does community look like? 
Sometimes it looks like

Six people who answered a call to
Help a woman they had never met

To do a lot of physical work
In a situation that was more than described
In a time frame that was greatly extended

All because a neighbor needed help
Because community takes a variety of forms

Because we can
Because we are loved by the one who loves us more than we can imagine 

Because we are called to community.
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More Community at Work

“ For I am an active child, and you dug postholes for my playground,  I was a vulnerable 
woman, and you gave me an opportunity to thrive,  I was a stranger and you helped 
me move into a new home....”  

Angela Sudermann



December 24, 5 pm

NAMETAGS
We have had such a great response to nametags the last couple of months!  Whether you’ve been 
at church forever or are brand new, it’s been wonderful to greet people by name.  Nametags really 
help those visual learners , too.  The big plus is that guests feel included.  All the new nametags 
have been handwritten by a variety of people, so celebrate the differences as we greet each other 
by name!  Nametags will be available in the gathering space each Sunday. It’s simple!  Find your 
name, wear your tag, and then clip it back on the rack before you leave.  

SAFE SANCTUARY IS UP & RUNNING!
    In 2019, we made a commitment to place the care of our children as one of our highest priorities. The deacons 
adopted a Safe Sanctuaries policy in August, and we completed three rounds of trainings as well as 36 background 
checks and online safety trainings. Wow! Thank you! This is a huge undertaking and your participation shows your 
love and commitment to our children. 
    In compliance with the Safe Sanctuaries policy, effective January 1, all volunteer missionaries must have 
completed the training and background check process in order to serve as one of the two lead adults for a class or 
event. We are double-checking the schedules to make sure we follow this and will be in touch as needs or changes 
arise.

    We know there are a few additional active volunteer missionaries who need to complete the 
training. So we will be having a fourth training on Wednesday, January 8, at 6:45-8:15. If you are 
currently on a serving schedule and have not participated in a previous training, please make this a 
priority so that you may continue serving. 
    As always, please be in touch with us if you have any questions or feedback we can help with!  
Thank you again for sharing God's love with our children through your ministry.  Peace, Pastor 
Ashley

SALT SHAKER MEAL
A fun way to build community is over a meal.  Salt Shaker meals are designed to mix it up a bit and introduce 
families to each other in a fun way.  And the best part?  It’s over FOOD!!  Our next Salt Shaker event will be 
Saturday, January 25, at 5 pm.    We will meet in the gym and put each family’s name in a hat.  We will draw out 
names and those families or individuals will go out to eat together. You choose the restaurant.  This is a great way 
to get to know someone new in our church family.  We hope you will join this unique way of eating out!

There’s nothing quite like seeing a show on Broadway in NYC.  Our intergenerational/youth missions trip will 
be headed to NYC this summer.   We will have a “Night on Broadway” fundraiser dinner on Saturday night, Feb. 
23 at 6 pm.  We will invite “our singers” to sing their favorite Broadway songs.  The choir will perform a medley 
of Broadway music. Let Sam know if you would like to decorate a table with a Broadway show theme. You’ll be 
welcome to dress up as your favorite Broadway star. It’ll be a really FUN NIGHT! 



 IN THEIR OWN WORDS....
    Sue and I joined Pelham Road Baptist Church in 1998, shortly before Dr. Rich retired. On the first Sunday we 
came, we noticed Ed Mixon singing in the choir. Ed and Jan and Sue and I had been in the Band Booster Club 
together when our children were in high school. It’s always nice to enter church and see a familiar face.

    In our earliest years I served on the Property Committee and worked on several projects from installing 
handrails on the playground and building a small ramp at the kitchen.  Most recently I helped build the sound 
booth and installed the electronics for the system.  I have found great joy in giving back to God by sharing my 
gifts. In more recent years I have found joy in baking peach cobblers and making sweet orange cranberry relish 
which I bring to Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.  I also work with the 2nd Wednesday night supper team.  I 
am the designated tea and coffee maker.

    Sue and I have been members of Sunday morning Bible study. For many years Dorothy Wiley was our teacher; 
now we are taught by Joan Scripture. Early on we hosted Sunday School parties at our home or coordinated 
the party elsewhere. I look forward to the monthly Roadster trips. We go to places I have never heard about. My 
favorite was when Sam took us to Old Town near Clemson. There is always a lot of laughter and often a good meal.

My early church experience was unusual. I went to a Methodist Church on Sunday morning and a Baptist church 
on Sunday evenings. I was baptized by the Methodists, but I was immersed in the Powell River.  So it seems only 
fitting to be a part of a church that is itself a bit unusual. “Unusual” is the best way to say 
“special.”

    I find much comfort in Scripture, and in closing here is one of my recent favorites:  
“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones”  (Psalm 116:15).

~ Carl Kelly

IN OUR COMMUNITY:  Our Seniors Have Fun!
Pelham Roadsters enjoy a road trip almost every month on the fourth Tuesday.  This season we have gone to 
get apples in NC and had a private Christmas Concert by Charlie Miller, a lifelong friend of Sam’s. We always 
have lunch together and try to find unique places to eat like Hendough in Hendersonville and the historic 
Sugar and Spice in Spartanburg.  Wherever we travel, we are always back in time to sleep in our own beds. 
Community is important to senior adults. We enjoy conversations on the bus and around the table.  Laughter 
is always key to our trips together.  The sign-up sheets for our trips are beside Sam’s office on the bulletin 
board.  You don’t have to be a senior adult to travel with us.  Come join us. The next trip is January 28th!
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Celebrate LIfe in Our Community
Arthur Kirk 1/1
Jack Mayer 1/4
Lanny Lanford 1/6
Sybil Willey 1/9
Dana Hasty 1/11
Jacob Pegg 1/11
Cordelia Briggs 1/11
William Coates 1/11
Carol Miller 1/13
Preston Spence 1/13

Joan B Smith 1/14
Helen Briggs 1/15
Vivien Spence 1/18
Matt Baker 1/19
Lisa Smith 1/20
Julie Faulk 1/20
Patty Newsome 1/24
Bill Williams 1/24
Jo Mason 1/28
Wanda Leake 1/30

YOUTH WORSHIP WITH ROLLING GREEN VILLAGE
The youth are headed to Rolling Green on Sunday, January 26.  Meet at the church at 6:30 and we’ll be 
back for an 8:30 pickup at church.  We will have an old-fashioned hymn sing with the residents at Rolling 
Green! 

FAMILY & CONGREGATION CHILI DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT! 
After the holiday craze has settled, enjoy a night to relax and fellowship with our church family. Come join 
us on Sunday, January 12, 5-7 pm for a chili dinner and movie night, hosted by the Youth Mission Trip Team.
The cost is  $5 per person for dinner, $1 for popcorn, $1 for snowcones. The movie is FREE!


