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Scripture is a conversation. Let me explain. 
 
 Someone writes 
Moreover, the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, so that you 
will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. 7 The 
Lord your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on the adversaries, who took advantage of 
you. 8 Then you shall again obey the Lord, observing all his commandments that I am commanding you 
today, 9 and the Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the 
fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take 
delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10 when you obey the Lord 
your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because 
you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Deuteronomy 30:6-10 
 
If you obey, good things will happen. So, if you are poor, sick, in a troubled marriage, dead-end job, or 

have a crappy fantasy team, then you must be disobeying God. Case closed. 

Then someone watches the way the world turns, and they see righteous people being taken advantage 

of, they witness the evil prospering, a good woman dies young, and a child who has done nothing 

wrong is chronically ill. So, they add to the conversation with this--- 

One day the heavenly beings came to the Lord, and Satan also came among them. The Lord said to 
Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered the Lord, ‘From going to and from on the earth, 
and from walking up and down on it.’  
The Lord said ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.’  
Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him 
and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
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possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he has, and 
he will curse you to your face.’  
The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand 
against him!’ So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 
One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the eldest brother’s house, a 
messenger came to Job and said, ‘The oxen were ploughing and the donkeys were feeding beside them, 
and the Sabeans fell on them and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I 
alone have escaped to tell you.’  
While he was still speaking, another came and said, ‘The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the 
sheep and the servants and consumed them; I alone have escaped to tell you.’ While he was still 
speaking, another came and said, ‘The Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on the camels 
and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have escaped to tell 
you.’  
While he was still speaking, another came and said, ‘Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking 
wine in their eldest brother’s house, and suddenly a great wind came across the desert, struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; I alone have escaped to tell 
you.’ 
 
This writer disagrees with the writer of Deuteronomy. His witness is different. 

Here was a blameless man, upright, and yet instead of life being easy, it becomes gruesome and 

painful. 

 

This writer has witnessed a world where pain is front and center. A world where the good die young, 

marriages end with infidelity; righteous businessmen go out of business. 

 

Job has two sets of friends. The most well-known are Zophar, Eliphaz and Bildad. They hear of Job’s 

heartache and come to visit. 

 

At first, they are quiet, but in time they feel compelled to explain. They are familiar with the book of 

Deuteronomy, so their first argument is, “Well, God would take care of you if you were righteous.”  

 

So, they are suspicious of Job’s reputation. God would not let this happen if you were as good as you 

say. As they survey the damage done to Job, the only conclusion they can make is Job is lying.  

 

Job’s friends offer the traditional answers, the neat ones no one questions. And they ask him to accept 

their answers as true. Job says no. The friends look at the facts before them and offer Job the wisdom 
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of the day, you better repent. Yet, Job is steadfast; his own experience tells him otherwise. Rather than 

accepting conventional wisdom, he ignores their easy but wrong answers and raises his questions and 

offers his complaints. 

 
‘Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth; 
    I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 
    I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. (7:11) 
 
It gets louder. 
 I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 
 2 I will say to God, Do not condemn me; 
    let me know why you contend against me. 
 3 Does it seem good to you to oppress, 
    to despise the work of your hands 
    and favour the schemes of the wicked? (10:1-3) 
 
For their part, the friends cannot bear to hear these honest words. They’d rather Job speak lies with a 

smile than the truth with a tear. So they confront him— 

Then Zophar the Naamathite answered: 
 2 ‘Should a multitude of words go unanswered, 
   and should one full of talk be vindicated? 
 3 Should your babble put others to silence, 
   and when you mock, shall no one shame you? 
 4 For you say, “My conduct is pure, 
   and I am clean in God’s sight.” 
 5 But O that God would speak, 
   and open his lips to you, 
 6 and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom! 
   For wisdom is many-sided. 
 Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves. (Job 11:1-6) 
 
Job just shut up. Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad vigorously defend God. You would suspect God would be 

grateful for his defenders, but God is not. He prefers the true emotions of Job to the fake smile. 

The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: ‘My wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends; 
for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. (42:7) 
 

God’s defenders have said too much. In a world of ambiguity and mystery, they have spoken with too 

much certainty. God sides with Job’s understanding. Life is not neat, with easy answers; it is a hot 

mess. 
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Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad teach us what not to do or say. When tragedy comes, when life has more 

questions than answers, when tears fill our eyes, when we are faithful, and the pain is unbearable----

rule one, don’t offer easy answers. Too often we offer spiritual corn flakes as we attempt to explain the 

pain of this world.  

  

We mean well, but just because we have heard it said before does not mean it’s true. 

 

“You know God does not make mistakes.” 

How do you think someone who lost a loved one at 44 to cancer hears those words? 

“God will never put more on you than you can handle.” 

How do you think a parent with a child addicted to drugs hears those words? 

“God really loves you or he would not let this happen to you.” 

How do you think a refugee hears those words? 

“Everything has a purpose.” 

How do you think the girl raped at a college party hears those words? 

  

When we say these things like this to defend God, we are implicating God. We are implying that God 

sends the tragedy---that God’s fingerprints can be found on cancer, car accident, hurricane, etc. 

 

After William Sloan Coffin’s son Alex died, he wrote a sermon. Alex was 24 and died in a tragic 

accident. In the sermon Coffin writes that a guest came to his home after the tragedy and assigned the 

death to “the will of God.” The guest then confessed, “I just don’t understand God’s will.” Coffin said, 

as only a preacher freed from the political correctness of the pastorate can say, “I’ll say you don’t 

understand the will of God, God did not cause Alex death. When will otherwise intelligent people get it 

through their heads that God doesn’t go around with his hand on steering wheels and fingers on 

triggers.” This man came to comfort, as did Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad, but instead of spreading relief, 

they all regurgitated neat religious answers instead of messy spiritual support. 

 

Did you know that Job had more friends? The second set of friends appears in verse 11. They also have 

a lesson to teach us. 
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11Then there came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate 
bread with him in his house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him. 
 
These anonymous friends didn’t preach to Job; they ate with him. They did not come with answers and 

explanations; instead they came with food. They did not ask him to hold his rage; they showed 

sympathy and comforted him. Here we learn what to do when life gives us a mystery.  

A car accident takes the life of a family of 5. 

A daughter takes her life. 

A little baby has cancer. 

Here we learn how to be God’s presence. 

Show up. 

Bring food. 

Send flowers. 

Hug. 

Weep. 

Pray. 

Life is full of mystery. Events well beyond our understanding. Instead of speaking up, we may be better 

off “silencing up.” Less is better. When in doubt, bring brownies. Our presence says more than we 

know.  

 

 


