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Today is All Saints Sunday. A day where we remember. Remember those who lived out lives of 

faith, serving the living God. It is a bittersweet day as we think about those who have left us. 

This morning I'd like to point us to what they have left us and where they have gone. 

I hope you can find a measure of inspiration from these three passages.  

 

Then he said, 'Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.' He replied, 'Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in Paradise.' 

 Luke 23:42,43 

 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 

of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the 

first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you 

had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 

with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards 

redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 Ephesians 1:11-14 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, 'Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now on die 

in the Lord.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'they will rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them.' 
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Revelation 14:13 

  

I've lost count of how many graveside services I have done. Something is sobering about going 

to a cemetery. The grave is an intersection; it is where the living intersects the dead, and it is 

where the present intersects the future. 

 

Staring at your own mortality can bring extreme clarity. Crucified with Jesus was one man who 

had such clarity. This unnamed man is sober-minded enough to realize the punishment he is 

receiving is justified. He is not a victim. 

 

He is self-aware enough to know who he is, yet he is fully aware of who Jesus is as well. Now 

there is no confirmation of repentance or a prayer of any sort in Luke's account. The un-named 

man acknowledges Jesus is unjustly punished. Further, he recognizes he is in the presence of 

the holy. The thief on the cross next to Jesus fears God himself. And while his life and decisions 

may not have always reflected this, he understands "his righteousness is as filthy rags" to quote 

a prophet. So, lacking a good resume or a righteous life, he calls out for what he hopes is 

mercy.  

 

"Remember me." It's a humble request. Knowing that Jesus is in pain and focused on his own 

impending death, this humble man only asks to be "remembered." Don't forget about me. 

Now, most of us in this room have surrendered someone to the grave. We don't see our loved 

one anymore. We had to let them go. A parent, grandparent, child, or friend they have left us, 

but have they left God? 

 

Can we escape God? Can God forget about us? Jesus has an answer for this man, and for us, 

"today, you will be with me in paradise." God will remember. 

God is gracious, the grave interrupts our relationships, the grave births tears for us, but that's 

all the grave can do. It cannot separate us from God. It cannot make God forget us. Paradise 

awaits, not because of what we have done, but because God will remember us. 
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So our loved one is in paradise, remembered and cherished by God. And while they have left 

our side, they have not left us. Their faithfulness is a gift to us.  

 

The author of Ephesians references an inheritance. Not the monetary kind. Not the type you 

have to go through probate court to receive. Yet, correspondingly, the inheritance is a gift. It is 

left behind to enrich our lives. 

 

It may be the inheritance of a good name, noble character, generous nature, or a forgiving 

spirit. It may be that those who have proceeded us in death provided us an example of 

leadership with humility or an example of speaking the truth in love. Like money, what they 

have left us invaluable. 

 

A grandmother passes who showed us how to live with dignity during difficult days. 

A husband dies who never let the sunset on his anger. 

A minister dies who exemplified giving second chances to the bitter end. 

It could be the way they were or something they said. It could be the way they conducted their 

business or the way they served their family. This inheritance is a gift to be treasured, we did 

not earn it, but we need to remember it. 

 

In the book of The Revelation speaking of the dead, it is written, "Blessed are the dead who 

from now on die in the Lord.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'they will rest from their labors, for their 

deeds follow them." Their deeds follow them. Follow them where? 

 

There is a better translation of this, which coincides with inheritance. The Greek uses a word 

that means "linger." So instead of following---it lingers. "Their deeds linger behind them." 

Imagine a woman who wears an unmistakable fragrance or the aroma of a candle. She may 

leave the room, or the candle may be blown out, but the aroma lingers behind. This is the 

spiritual inheritance we have RECEIVED. 
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Your spouse has left the room, but their aroma is still present. This is the image the author is 

describing. Those who die in the Lord are resting, but their deeds remain, they have left us 

something.  

 

Their faithful example---remains. John Ruzga sang in the choir of God's love and faithfulness. 

Battling cancer, he came. He has left us a spiritual inheritance that sometimes the best example 

is just to show up. Jean Stillwagon was faithful in health, but when she was no longer able to 

even come to the table, she found the time to honor God with her stewardship. She has left us 

a worthy example. 

Their generous nature----remains. Jack Anthony's fragrance lingers behind. He left us a spiritual 

inheritance of generosity. We needed tables, "get the truck, John, we are going to Costco." 

 

The way they inspired---remains. Marilyn Boyer, studying her Bible, reviving a church, and 

warming us up with that smile, has left us a spiritual inheritance, and we are indebted to her. 

 

Their time in the nursery, kitchen, or at Triune----remains. 

These "deeds" cannot be forgotten because they continue. 

 

The passion for the poor of the father lingers behind in the son and daughter. 

The desire to see children molded-in faith and freedom lingers in the daughter after the mother 

is gone. 

 

We have received an inheritance, but there is a question for us who remain. Will others find 

inspiration from what we leave behind? Are we providing an inheritance for the next 

generation? Our lives, our example, and time will tell. 

 

  

  

 


