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In the Sumerian port of Ur, five days downriver from Babel there is a family of merchants. Terah is their 

leader.  

 

Now these are the descendants of Terah. Terah was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran 

was the father of Lot. Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 

Abram and Nahor took wives; the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was 

Milcah. She was the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. Now Sarai was barren; she had 

no child. 

 

Ur, that once great city, was now in full decline. The harbor was filling up with silt from the delta; the 

government had borrowed to the point that it had no money to dredge new channels. Terah was no 

prophet, but he was a businessman he knew what the future held, so he convinces his family the time 

has come to move. 

 

Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son 

Abram's wife, and they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans 

So, 4,000 years ago a family of nomads left Ur of the Chaldeans, present-day Iraq near Nasariyah, and 

settled in Haran, Turkey, on the Syrian border. Haran actually means crossroads. So here at Crossroads 
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the father of this tribe, Terah died. His son Abraham received a divine command afterward to continue 

his journey: 

 

 "Leave your country, your people, and your father's household and go to the land I will show 

you" (Genesis 12:1). 

 

Believing he had heard God, "Abram left, as the Lord had told him" (Genesis 12:4). Abram couldn't 

have known it at the time, but when he left his tribe and home, to form something greater than a tribe 

he altered human history. 

 

A quarter of the book of Genesis is the story of Abram. There are 40 Old Testament references to 

Abram and 75 New Testament ones. Even the Islamic holy book references Abram 188 times. Abram 

who would later be called Abraham left a long shadow. Abraham becomes central to the story of Jews, 

Muslims, and Christians. Abraham hungered to do something more substantial than to collect things, 

as his father had done. 

 

As Heather mentioned that her true calling was to follow Jesus, likewise Abraham's calling was to 

follow God not knowing where he was heading, or even why he was going, except that God had 

commanded him.  

 

Today many people claim a familiarity with God that the ancients would have found peculiar. The 

Divine/Human relationship was filled with tension in the days of Abram. The world was a violent place, 

often justifying the violence in God's name. So, when God calls Abram, Abram was not comforted, he 

was troubled. He would have to confront both the inner tendencies of human nature and the external 

pressures of cultural conformity that call us in the opposite direction, to stay put and not get involved.   

 

We prefer to journey from the unknown to the known. We desire to move from what we do not have 

to what we think we want, away from the strange and the volatile and toward the safe and the secure. 

While we crave clarity and act timidly, Abraham pushed all his chips into the middle of the table 

without certainty. Faith demands a radical break from our past and facing the terrors of the unknown. 
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The story of God's call upon Abraham's life is a call that's offered to each one of us daily. It is the call to 

be courageous. This Abrahamic call from God subverts the wisdom of this world, and so it can feel 

counter-intuitive. It's a call to move and confront three deeply human and powerful fears —   

 

The fear of an unknown existence that is beyond our control, the fear of others who are different from 

us, and the fear of being powerlessness in the face of impossibilities. 

  

God first called Abraham to leave his geographic place and everything that was familiar to him: 

"Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you" 

(12:1). So, Abraham left Haran and followed. This story, though, is about more than a change of 

geography. Around the corner or around the globe it is about following the Divine. However strange 

Abraham found the geography of Canaan, it paled in comparison to the geography of his human heart. 

 

When Abraham left Haran for Canaan, Abraham left his customs, his comforts, his family and friends.  

 

His journey moved from a predictable future to the unpredictable. Abraham journeyed from what he 

had to what he did not have, from the known to the unknown, from the familiar to the strange.  

 

In his journey into the unknown, Abraham wrestled with letting go. At times he did let go, other times 

like with passing his wife as his sister he struggled to let go. In time Abraham relinquished control and 

listened to God. He chose to trust God's promise to bless him in a new and strange place. But this 

required a second choice on his part.  

 

He had to leave not only his geographic place. He had to leave behind his narrow-minded, tribe-

centric, the tendency in all of us to exclude the strange and the stranger. God gave a promise to this 

obscure nomad: in response to Abraham surrendering control God would make him the heir to a 

people as prolific as the sand. 
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Our common tendency is to fear the other, to suspect and marginalize the immigrant, the one with a 

different faith, the one too rich or too poor, to dismiss all that's different from who and what we are 

familiar. But God called Abraham and now us to a universal and inclusive embrace of "all peoples on 

earth."  

 

There was one significant problem about God's calling and promise of posterity to bless the entire 

world through a single individual who in obedience journeyed into the unknown. Abraham and his wife 

Sarah were both about seventy-five years old (Genesis 12:4). They knew that they were beyond their 

child-bearing years.  

 

Which brings us to the third fear---the fear of facing the impossible. Humanly-speaking, they faced 

an impossibility that brought them face to face with their own powerlessness to alter their 

circumstances. Biologically-speaking, barren Sarah and impotent Abraham were "as good as dead." 

 

But God comforted the aged couple with, "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" (18:14). Abraham made 

a subversive choice; he believed God had the power to perform what He had promised. He trusted that 

God is a God who "gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were" (Romans 

4:17, 21). That is to say, Abraham moved beyond his fear of powerlessness to faith that God could, 

quite literally, make something out of nothing. After a few steps back that included chronic lying about 

his wife and bearing children by his slave Hagar, Isaac, the son of promise, was born. 

  

Now it might be a reasonable argument for you to say--- "OK, I see how he left his family and tribe, but 

how is what he is doing any different than forming a new tribe? How do you get this is a new direction, 

away from tribe toward community?" 

 

Look beyond the words or even the idea of grouping. Consider the purpose of the organization. A Tribe 

is about self-preservation. I'm not sure I need to stack up much evidence, from the Bible or history. I 

imagine we can agree, tribes, protect themselves and their way of life. But how are the people of 

Abraham going to be any different than a previous tribe, constructed for self-preservation? 
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One word---- 

One revolutionary word--- 

One unequivocal Divine word-----BLESSING. 

 

In this chapter, the word "blessing" is used five times. God is going to bless a people and that people 

will be a blessing. Bless, like other biblical words--love, go, and witness is an action word. Blessing is 

NOT self-preservation. Blessing is about doing for others and enriching others.  

 

We may have forgotten the meaning of "blessing." It is unconditional love. It is not something you 

receive as much as it is something you funnel. It is a forward-looking word; it is about today and 

tomorrow. Blessing is not something limited; a blessing is spread. By sharing the blessing from God is 

how we form a community. 

Tribes are formed by defense, protecting resources and assets. 

Communities are formed by sharing the blessing, extending opportunity, and acquiring new assets. 

  

Some of us are in the season of raising children. Others are om the season of starting a marriage. Still, 

others contemplating a change of careers, and there are countless other seasons, with each season the 

task may be different, but our calling is like Abraham's. In spite of fear, to move forward with courage; 

in spite of our own needs, to pass along the blessing of God. When God called him, Abraham moved 

beyond human fears, of the unknown place, unknown person, and unknown future. Instead of 

lamenting his loss of control, he acted with courage. Instead of fearing inclusion of the strange and the 

outsider, he acted with courage. In the face of his own profound impotence, he believed that God 

could do the impossible and acted with courage. 

  

The scripture speaks of faith, I have translated it a bit as faith + action = courage. How many of you 

have left home and moved at least 3 hours away for any length of time? How many of you have stayed 

at least that far away for a lifetime? 

Moving from home is bigger than we imagine. But imagine with me how much courage this action by 

Abraham took. He is not a young man; he has none of the advantages of youth. His physical power is 
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waning. He is not naïve about the world. Nevertheless, without youthful strength and with his eyes 

wide open he still has the courage to go. 

 

Many people gripe about life. Then they do nothing. Radical change requires at a minimum of faith and 

if at all possible courage. We can come up with a thousand and one reasons why we are "not going to 

take a stand" or "not get involved." We can give God continual excuses as to why "we can't follow, 

now." 

 

Honestly, we have bills to pay, assets to protect, children to feed, and yards to cut. We don't have time 

for an adventure to follow God, we need a little something to jar us awake. So we settle for a new car, 

a place on the lake, or a promotion. When what we really need is the courage to share our lives and be 

a blessing, no matter the season of life. 

  
  
  
 

 

 


