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What does a community called together by God look like? 

Well, I guess that might have something to do with the god doing the calling? 

 

In Egypt, during the times of the Pharaoh, a god was worshipped named Ra. Almost all of the 

Pharaohs were called “Sons of Ra,” which is to call them “the son of god.” Ra controlled the 

wind (the unseen world) and the sun (the seen world). The Pharaoh’s worshipped Ra by 

building Sun Temples. It was the people who did the actual construction. Most of the people 

were slaves, so I’m not sure they had much of a choice. 

The community Ra called together built a building. 

I could continue with Marduk the Babylonian deity or introduce you to some of the Persian 

gods, but to save time, I will refrain. The point is clear; the gods most cultures valued were gods 

that controlled something. Further, the communities which worshipped these gods did so by 

construction and sacrifice. 

Then the revolution arrives. 
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Even our old friends, the Hebrews, followed God by building. They built a Temple to honor their 

God. Further, the Hebrews worshipped a God—high and lifted up. 

So, you can see why the baby on hay was such a revolution. New ideas are not always 

welcomed. 

“Behold your God.” Not high and lifted up but vulnerable. A God who cannot be contained in a 

building but who must occupy our hearts. Here is our God. This God will be with us. Walk with 

us. 

No longer alone. We are in the company of the Divine. Yet the Divine is not what we expected, 

and maybe not even what we want. 

So, what does a community called together by this God look like? 

When Jesus saw the crowd, he had compassion on them and healed the sick. This God does not 

move the wind; this God is moved by compassion. 

Jesus came to the grave and wept bitterly. This God suffers pain WITH US. This God’s power is 

not in controlling the sun but in feeling the pain of humanity. 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people; they have 

already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 

hungry.” This God sees us. This God cares about our physical needs. 

“When Jesus saw the large crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many things.” This God understands that 

brokenness is more our plight than rebellion. We are lost sheep, not hungry lions. This God’s 

power is in loving us enough to point us toward the truth. 

But God showed his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. In a world 

where people will die or kill for their deity here in this revolution, God loves us so much that the 

tables are turned. This God’s power is in emptying himself for us. 

But this is more than a revolution against the gods of the day. The birth of Jesus was an 

announcement to the earthly rulers that their power was also in jeopardy. Rome was not the 
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first, and it was not the last, but it is the example of the day of a political-power system that 

existed for itself and not its people. The values created by the political state, power, pride, and 

violence now have a rival. God’s manger revolution is a revolution against the kingdoms of this 

world, which construct their power from the sins of hate, envy, and greed. 

In ancient Rome or 21st century America there is no shortage of false gods who beckon us to 

their community. But these gods and communities are not saviors. The community, our God, 

calls us to construct will make compassion a priority, because he did. It will make love a priority 

because he did.  

Consumerism promises fulfillment but alienates us from our true selves. Political power will not 

save, but it will divide. The alternative gods who invite us to their communities are endless---

sex without love, work without a call, wealth without generosity, and knowledge without 

wisdom. 

David Berrigan described well in a poem the change this manger revolution started.  

I can only tell you what I believe; I believe: 

I cannot be saved by politics. 

I cannot be saved by the sexual revolution. 

I cannot be saved by the gross domestic product. 

I cannot be saved by nuclear weapons. 

I cannot be saved by priests, preachers, or prophets. 

Or by engineers, medicine, or lawyers 

Nor by the Vatican 

Nor by the World Buddhist Association 

Nor by angels and archangels 

Nor by powers and dominions, 
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I can be saved only by God’s love seen most fully in Jesus. 

 

So, the community called together by our God as our scripture describes is one of love and 

compassion. 

Compassionate enough to cry when needed. 

Compassionate enough to tell the truth when it is difficult. 

Compassionate enough to lift those broken by this world. 

We are this community of compassionate love when to all people in every situation we do the 

loving thing. 

 


