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Hearing anyone depends on the integrity of the one speaking. 

If the person speaking is without integrity, then the words are wasted. 

This is why it is vital that people like me speak truthfully. If it is raining outside and I tell you it is not 

raining, why would you ever trust me on anything more important than weather? 

 

For over thirty years, I have engaged these Advent scriptures about peace. I know the dozen or so 

texts. I have preached them faithfully. Here are the highpoints of what has happened in the past 30 

years. 

 

Iraq invaded Kuwait. We went to war with Iraq. 

Israel and PLO trade bomb blast. 

USS Cole is bombed by a terrorist. 

Saudi Arabian hijackers fly planes into a world trade center. 

Russia seizes control of Crimea. 

Syrians government goes to war against Syrian rebels, creating the greatest refugee crisis since WWII. 

Taliban and US Military engage in a prolonged struggle. 

ISIS spreads fear, hate, and death, and US Military steps in to protect Kurds, people of Iraq, and other 

Middle Eastern Allies. 
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Corrupt police in Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador create an immigration crisis at the American 

border as people flee to safety. 

Turkey settles generational animosity by attacking Kurds.  

White Supremacist drives a car over a peaceful protester in Charlottesville. 

White Supremacist kills 9 African Americans in Charleston Church. 

One man kills 26 people at Sandy Hook, 20 of them, children, five years of age. 

Rape, which is not about sex, but violence is rising. 

Abuse of women and children continues at unprecedented levels. 

 

How can I, with any integrity, if I want you to believe and trust me on other matters preach yet again, 

"the lion will lay down with the lamb"? When we can google everything I just said and see that 

America, the world, and people are not moving one step toward peace? We know things are not 

peaceable, so why do we pretend that one day it will be? That one day is not going to be tomorrow, 

and with thirty years of preaching, I feel comfortable saying I'm not going to see it in my lifetime. 

 

Yea, others will say, "the peace is something God is going to give us when God returns." OK, but what 

good is that for the Hondurans fleeing corrupt police or the woman whose preacher has told her to 

stay with her abusive husband, because he is the head of the house, or the parents burying another 

child after a random shooting? Don't words of peace sound empty to them? 

When we speak of hope, love, or joy the other words of Advent, we don't speak of them as if they are 

unattainable. We can find hope in a variety of places. Sure, there is hopelessness in some cases, but 

hope is making a game of it. Joy, well, there is a lot of joy in this world. No one doubts there is some 

misery, but no realist person would argue that joy is losing the fight. And love, there is still a lot of love 

in this world, your generosity is only one piece of evidence, so while there are Dylan Roof's full of hate, 

there are a lot more people filled with love. 

 

But when it comes to peace, I can't find the same wheat growing among the tares as found with the 

other words. From an honest ---eyes opened reading of this world; it appears the overwhelming victory 

goes to people who want power, chaos, and conflict, not the preachers of peace.  
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Preachers have a long history of just being compliant and reading from the script. Saying the things 

people expect to be said. Saying the things that have always been said. Pick a subject, and we can roll 

off the anticipated scripture. People like to hear what they have always heard; it's comforting to the 

spirits. 

You could conclude I am saying the scripture is less than accurate on these matters. But that is not 

what I am saying. What I am saying is there is no principle of scripture in which humanity (including us) 

is more in open rebellion against the way of God than in matters of peace and conflict. When a parent 

gives wise guidance, and it is not heeded, the problem is not the guidance, it's the stubborn child. 

The Prince of Peace himself saw humanity's desire to control through violence if necessary, 

disregarding any idea of peace or its cousins' collaboration, compromise, and non-violence. 

"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'You shall not murder,[a] and anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or 

sister[b][c] will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 'Raca,' [d] is 

answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

 

So let's not kill anyone, that's keeping the peace. Will make a law that says don't do it, so people will 

refrain from doing it. We still kill, flaunting the will of God. Instead of walking away, instead of letting 

it be, no David kills, Paul stones, and the Romans crucify Jesus. So it's obvious this is too hard. 

 

So Jesus says OK if judgment is not enough to prohibit this, let's stop it at its source refrain from anger, 

that will keep it from getting out of hand. Jesus raises the bar, but people continue to not abide in 

peace. We get angry with one another, possible we don't kill, but the anger divides us into us vs. 

them, insiders and outsiders. 

 

So Jesus says this is even worse, we have people killed, but we also have conflict that is not lethal but 

divisive. Jesus raises the bar again. You are forbidden to speak ill words about other people, be kind 

with your vocabulary. 

Hopefully, we know Jesus is not limiting this speech to "fool" and "raca." This is hate speech, this is 

speech which demeans another. So Jesus does the opposite of what we would do---people can't 

maintain the standard, we grade of a curve lower the standard. But not Jesus, he says, "I know you are 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23256a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257d
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a violent bunch, but I'm going to diagnose your problem. It's not in your hand; it's in your mind, it's 

your utter lack of respect for . . . Fill in the blank. 

 

There will be no peace in the Middle East until we respect Jews and Muslims. There be no peace in 

Congress until we use respectful words about democrats and republicans. There be no peace on Main 

street until we use respectful words about our son-in-law. 

 

Until we refrain from acting disrespectful to a family member, a person in the office, someone who 

holds a different political position than us, a person who has a different sexual orientation than us, a 

person who is overweight, someone who is unemployed, another who is young, or someone who is 

old, there will be no peace. This is OUR open rebellion against God's will. It's this lack of respect that 

takes the mole hill and turns it into a mountain. Jesus knows ---the roots of conflict are in our 

encounters with the others and our fear of the other, and our overwhelming confidence that we 

correct and anybody who thinks different from us is wrong.  

 

So why is there no peace in the world, don't blame God. It's us.  

We are told to be humble, but we are not. 

We are told to welcome those different than us, but we don't. 

We are told we don't have a spirit of fear, and yet we are. 

In our continual quest to be a community, peace and conflict must be addressed. Peace is not us 

shouting so no one else can be heard.  

Peace is not one side surrendering to another side.  

Peace is not you going to another room when your mother walks in the room. Peace is not holding the 

family, company, or country hostage until we get it done our way. 

A community respects all voices. This leads to peace. Being heard leads to peace. 

A community does not fear the facts. The truth leads to peace. Everyone is welcome to their own 

opinions, but not their own facts. 

A community does not disrespect any member, especially the least of these. Even though not all are 

equal in power or contribution, respect is the least we can do. 
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We may not kill anyone, we may not shoot up a school, we may not be a part of a corrupt police force 

in Central American, but we may hold beliefs, speak words, or disregard others, and this is where it 

begins. Jesus knew it's the words that come from our mouth that reveals we have not been 

transformed by the gospel of our Lord. 

 

It's not that our faith has been tried and proven unacceptable; it's that our faith has been tried and 

proven to be difficult. 

 

 

 


