
1 
 

 

Sounds Easy, But It’s Difficult 

Colossians 3:12-15  

By John Roy 

Pelham Road Church 

Greenville, SC        Fall 2019 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in the one body. And be thankful.  

I’ve been preaching pretty frequently on being kind, using kind words, and other 

practices that prioritize forgiveness and respect. Of course, if you’ve been awake during 

recent months you might say the world is in open rebellion against God’s words. I would 

of course remind you that I am preaching to YOU and that as far as I can tell you have 

doubled down on kindness—your support for our work with Carolina High School, 

Rolling Green Village, and Triune is evidence of such.  The continued concern you have 

for children by supporting project pinwheel, the way you rally around the bereaved and 

the newcomer. Our efforts are a significant witness of the values of our God. 
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Now if you watch the news—you could make a reasoned argument that kindness, 

compassion, love, or any of our Christ-centric vales cannot stop a bullet or create a job.  

In Virginia Beach on May 31 a shooter kills 13 strangers. On August 3 in El Paso another 

shooter with a semi-automatic weapon kills 22 strangers. Such hatred seems oblivious 

to “the peace of Christ ruling in our hearts.” In Pakistan a bomb explodes killing 

Christian’s, in Belgium a bomb explodes and kills Muslims. In Germany a synagogue is 

attacked. In Pittsburgh is synagogue is attacked. In Syria Kurds, our Isis ally are attacked 

by Turkey. In New Jersey a teenager commits suicide due to bullying. There is an 

appalling lack of kindness and compassion we might say. Should we then conclude that 

“clothing ourselves with compassion” is fruitless and join the rest of the madness? This is 

what some Christians ARE doing. They are clothing themselves in power, not 

compassion. The anxiety of the world is ruling in their hearts not the peace of Christ. Our 

calling is to be different. 

When I consider the events of September 11, 2001 one of the most remarkable aspects 

of it, was when faced with human tragedy, even the tragedy of strangers, people ran to 

help.  

Not to minimize the effort of the police or fire fighters but they are trained to run 

toward tragedy. But if you can stand to watch the footage you see bankers, custodians, 

and construction workers and they are carrying and bandaging total strangers.  I 

encourage to look at some of the footage. It’s horrific that people care so little about 

human life but it is also heroic that people care so much about strangers. What I found 

compelling was that everybody was gray—due to the ash. You could not tell who was 

white, black, or Latino so race was not a factor. Neither was age or religion----there 

were no strangers, no enemies----just neighbors. 
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No one trained these sandwich makers and custodians how to love. No instruction 

videos were circulated to teach kindness and generosity. These people without financial 

motivation carried, helped, gave water, and medical attention because they knew what 

was right. They were wired this way. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in the one body. And be thankful.  

Of course, others might argue we are not wired this way. Scripture directs us to “cloth” 

ourselves which may be a subtle or not so subtle way of saying there is effort----in 

forgiveness, kindness, humility, etc.  I agree there is effort, but effort does not mean it is 

not natural. What makes it effort is that in life we learn or witness other values that 

compete against humility, service, and compassion. 

Scripture refers to these destructive values as the fruit of the flesh----and we might 

summarize them as sexual immorality, idolatry, hatred, and jealousy. Sure, these 

compete against the way of kindness, humility, and compassion but when you observe 

from afar kindness has as many converts as hatred. 

The following is a song---from what musical does it come? 

Carousel, South Pacific, or State Fair  

“You've got to be taught 

To hate and fear, 

You've got to be taught 
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From year to year, 

It's got to be drummed 

In your dear little ear 

You've got to be carefully taught. 

You've got to be taught to be afraid  

Of people whose eyes are oddly made, 

And people whose skin is a diff'rent shade, 

You've got to be carefully taught. 

You've got to be taught before it's too late, 

Before you are six or seven or eight, 

To hate all the people your relatives hate, 

You've got to be carefully taught!” 

--Rogers and Hammerstein 

It’s the last stanza that troubles me. Hate is taught to the young, the impressionable. As 

we are considering our children and protecting our children, one of the things we need 

to protect them from is hate and prejudice. 

If we teach hate we poison our children and that does not make us a hero, that makes 

us a villain. 

I suspect when we read something like-- 

14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 
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This sounds a bit Pollyanna-----Christian love is good, but it can’t fix everything Maybe 

it can. Maybe indiscriminate love is a good start. Scripture is not written to call us to do 

the sane and predictable; to run with the crowd and side with the popular. Scripture is 

often counter cultural. It asks us to do the hard thing---“turn the other cheek,” and the 

unpredictable “pray for those who persecute you.”  

While I think it is in our DNA to be kind, loving, and compassionate, I recognize there 

are other values that compete with even these natural tendencies. I also think we are 

summons by God to behave differently from those who would bully, pre-judge, and look 

out for self first. 

In the book Wild Justice: The moral lives of animals we learn that animals can show 

compassion. Here’s a question for you, which animal did research show was most often 

compassionate-----squires, giraffes, or spiders?  

It turns out that red squirrels are kind and compassionate in that orphan baby squirrels 

are often adopted by other squirrels. Due to the high rate of squirrel deaths from 

encounter with cars many squirrel pups are orphaned. After the death of a mother a 

neighboring squirrel will go over and retrieve the orphaned pups and bring them back 

to her nest to raise as her own. There was really no reason for her to do this and there's 

no reason to reject the idea that she did it out of kindness and compassion. 

But what about us?  

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, 

how can the love of God be in him?i 

Think for a moment about the ways this can be applied? If you have the time to hold a 

child who needs holding.  

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=6407651
http://www.odemagazine.com/exchange/15573/how_red_squirrels_exemplify_the_evolut
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If you have more than enough to share. 

If you see a teenager with their head hanging low.  

If you have money to treat your mom and dad to dinner. 

If we witness racism or shaming. 

If you have an extra coat and you see a person without a coat?  

And our response is to have no pity (to not be kind, to not share, to not say an 

encouraging word, to not defend someone,) then why do we bother calling ourselves 

Christian.  

In other words, if you haven’t mastered the ability to be kind, to see and do, then why 

even bother with more bible study, more singing, because the love of God is not in us. 

Being holy and living as a beloved child of God will ask us to step away from the values 

of this world, but when we do the light of God shines through. 

 

What can you do this week to carry someone around the bases? How can we make the 

world into the world God desires? Coach an employee up instead of putting them 

down? Give some time to visit someone who is sick? Pass down some clothes to another 

family and save them some money? Speak warmly with your neighbor? Send a card or 

email to someone who needs a word of encouragement? Being kind doesn’t cost 

anything, except giving our time and paying attention. 

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 

forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you.ii 
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i  I John 3:17 

ii Colossians 3:12 

 


